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Council  

12 September 2023  
 
Present : Joe Docherty (Chair)  A.1 
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Agreed:  
a) Council members expressed a range of views, but the overall consensus was that the 

incumbent Chair’s term of office be extended for a final 12-months until 31 July 2025;  
b) for a recruitment process for a new Chair to be initiated by the SIG and University 

Secretary and that the term of office for the Chair be considered as part of that process. 
 

Joe Docherty re-joined the meeting as Chair, thanking Council members for their support in 
extending his term of office until 31 July 2025. 
 

04. Draft Response to the U niversity Superannuation Scheme (USS)  Consultation Changes  
(C/23/002) 
Noted:  
a) due to funding improvements and a re-evaluation of the USS in April 2023, the Trustees 

of the USS and the Universities UK (UUK) had embarked on a consultation with all Higher 
Education Institutions (HEIs) operating the USS in seeking support for a change to: 
i) the methodology for the scheme’s 2023 actuarial valuation; 
ii) further consideration of a restoration of the scheme benefits, which had been in place 

until April 2022. 
b) the proposal was welcomed as likely returning benefits of the scheme to recipients and 

reducing employer contributions. 
 
Agreed:  
a) 
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