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Collection development is undertaken within a strategic wider environment. 
 
Durham University’s collections, collection development policy and priorities sit within regional 
and national contexts, and within the higher education sector, as part of a ‘distributed national 
collection’ of cultural heritage. Within this context, Durham University does not seek to compete 
with other well-established institutions in the region or across the UK, but to sustain and build 
its own collection strengths.  
 
Within the same context, there is a need to maintain awareness of current or future potential 
gaps in the dispersed national collection, where there is no institution regionally or nationally 
with a relevant collection policy in a particular subject area or type of material.   
 
Section 6 sets out in more detail the organisations whose collection development areas are 
relevant to collecting across museums, art, archives and special collections within Durham 
University.   
 
The University’s core academic strategies are built on the three pillars of research, impact and 
business engagement; education, access and future skills; and wider student experience and 
wellbeing.  These are complemented by transversal strategies relating to global reach and 
impact; civic and regional partnership; equality diversity and inclusion; and sustainability. 
 
The strategic vision of University Library and Collections is to provide inspirational services, 
collections, experiences and expertise to the students, staff, academics and researchers at 
Durham University whilst supporting the University in outreach to communities locally, 
regionally, nationally and internationally. 
 

1.3 Policy context 
 
This policy operates alongside related University policies and also a range of ULC 
departmental policies and procedures.   The University’s Policies can be found at 
https://www.dur.ac.uk/about/policy-zone/.   
 
Of particular relevance are: 
 

¶ Durham University Major Gifts Policy  [insert link once available] 
¶ Library Development Policy 

¶ Policy on Commissioning of art – in development 

¶ ULC collection development strategies and priorities, under regular review   

¶ Departmental practices of archival appraisal 
 
1.4 Governance 

 
The University Library and Collections Committee has been established by the University 
Executive Committee (UEC) with delegated authority to provide direct oversight of Durham 
University libraries and collections which include, Oriental Museum, Art Collection, Museum of 
Archaeology, Durham Castle Museum, archives and special collections, and the institutional 
archive. Oversight includes the collections, the buildings / facilities in which they are housed, 
and the services provided. The Committee also has indirect oversight of other collections of 
museum and/or archive quality embedded within University departments and Colleges.   
 
Collection development actions within this policy are considered for approval by the 
Acquisitions, Disposals and Loans Panel, which is a Sub-Group of the University Library and 

https://www.dur.ac.uk/about/policy-zone/
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2.9 Durham University will acquire items or collections by purchase, donation, bequest or 
commissioning. In some cases archival or library collections or items will be held on deposit 
(ie bailment), however our strong preference is for a transfer of ownership to the University.  

 
2.10 Durham University will undertake due diligence and make every effort not to acquire, whether 

by purchase, gift, bequest or exchange, any museum object or specimen unless the governing 
body or responsible officer is satisfied that the  University can acquire a valid title to the item 
in question.  The same undertaking applies to library and archive acquisitions, with the caveat 
that acquisitions in these areas can also take the form of deposit (long-term loan).  

 
2.11 Transfer of ownership will be fully documented as appropriate.   

 
2.12 Acquisitions will be recorded in Accession Registers for the appropriate collections area(s). 
 
2.13 For all donations, a Gift Acknowledgement will also be completed with the donor to provide the 

University with clear proof of title to the item or collection.  The Gift Acknowledgement will 
incorporate instructions relating to copyright where applicable and relating to 
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4.1 Durham City, with particular reference to Durham University and the World Heritage 
Site 
 

4.1.1 Durham University 
 
Records of governance, management, administration, achievements and core activities of the 

https://durhamuniversity.sharepoint.com/teams/USO/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fteams%2FUSO%2FShared%20Documents%2FRecordsManagementPolicy%2Epdf&parent=%2Fteams%2FUSO%2FShared%20Documents
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Archaeology relating to the ritual deposit of material within the landscapes of historic County 
Durham, from the Mesolithic period to the 20th century. 
 
Material relating to Prehistoric, Roman, Greek, Anglo-Scandinavian religious beliefs and 
practices, if found within historic County Durham, or if it supports the existing collections. 
 

4.4.4 Philosophy, ethics and related areas 
 

Material relating to the interplay between faith, ethics and society in the 20th and 21st century, 
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Coins banknotes and other numismatic material from N.Africa, Europe and Asia as 
iconography and depictions of power and status. To cover all periods from C7th BCE to C21st 
CE. 
 

 
4.6 The creation and perception of art, craft and technology 

 
Overlapping areas of interest: 
 

4.6.1 World cultures 
 
China:  Art of 20th century and 21st century China including the Republic and Communist 
Eras, political art and design;  Tibetan art not related to Buddhism, including 20th and 21st 
century;  Works on paper, particularly calligraphy of all periods;  Lacquer of all periods.
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Where Colleges or Departments are considering appraisal, rationalisation or disposal of 
collections or objects of museum and/or archive quality, this must be done in adherence with 
the legal, regulatory and ethical framework set out in Section 7, above; and in line with the 
procedures set out in section 13, as appropriate. Disposal of material of museum and/or 
archival quality must be done with the oversight of appropriate staff in ULC. 
 
In furtherance of all of these aims we strongly recommend that Colleges and Departments 
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6.3 Material in poor condition or a threat to health and safety 
 
Museum objects in unacceptable and poor condition, damaged or deteriorated beyond repair 
may be considered for rationalisations if they risk the remainder of the collections and the 
service does not have the resources for conservation or there are a number of similar, duplicate 
objects or objects which serve a similar purpose.  

 
6.4
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Durham University recognises its responsibility to work within the parameters of Codes of 
Ethics of the Museum Association, the Archives and Records Association and The Chartered 
Institute of Library and Information Professionals when considering acquisition and disposal.3  
It operates within the context of relevant archive, library and information legislation.      

 
In accordance with the provisions of the UNESCO 1970 Convention on the Means of 
Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural 
Property, which the UK ratified with effect from November 1 2002, and the Dealing in Cultural 
Objects (Offences) Act 2003, Durham University will reject any items that have been illicitly 
traded. The governing body will be guided by the national guidance on the responsible 
acquisition of cultural property issued by the Department for Culture, Media and Sport in 2005. 

 
We will continue to review our existing collections, against the ethics, provisions and principles 
of this Convention.  
 
We also recognise the need for the University to develop and implement a policy on repatriation 
restitution and decolonialisation and are working towards policies in these areas.   

 
7.2 Recognitions and agreements 
 

Durham University is subject to or party to the following recognitions and agreements: 

¶ 

https://www.museumsassociation.org/ethics/code-of-ethics
http://www.archives.org.uk/about/ethics.html
https://www.cilip.org.uk/members/group_content_view.asp?group=201312&id=690475
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Tyne and Wear Museums  √ √ √ √ √ 

University of York: Special Book 
Collection and Borthwick Institute for 
Archives  

 √ √ √   

Victoria and Albert Museum    √ √ √ √ 

 
 
  



https://www.museumsassociation.org/download?id=11114
https://archive.cilip.org.uk/research/topics/ethics-review/existing-ethical-framework
https://www.museumsassociation.org/download?id=11114
http://www.archives.org.uk/images/ARA_Documents/ARA_Code_Of_Ethics.pdf
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collecting in the past, increasing pressures on storage space, the need to meet organisational 
priorities or to respond to new opportunities or developments (for example new storage or 

https://collectionstrust.org.uk/resource/a-guide-to-selecting-a-review-methodology-for-collections-rationalisation/
https://collectionstrust.org.uk/resource/a-guide-to-selecting-a-review-methodology-for-collections-rationalisation/
https://www.museumsassociation.org/download?id=15852
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/sites/default/files/download-file/Accreditation_standard.pdf
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¶ 

https://www.museumsassociation.org/campaigns/ethics/code-of-ethics/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/60773266d31a1f2f300e02ef/t/6082c97ac1fa88333ca028b1/1619183995112/Code_Of_Ethics_February_2020_final.pdf
/media/durham-university/library-/about-us/policy-documents/COLLECTIONS-DEVELOPMENT-POLICY-final-draft-2019-03-18.pdf
https://dunelm.org.uk/file/Gift-Acceptance-Policy-2022.pdf
https://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/treasurer/local/staff/SchemeofDelegationrevisionJuly2016.pdf
https://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/treasurer/local/staff/SchemeofDelegationrevisionJuly2016.pdf
https://rbms.info/standards/code_of_ethics/
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¶ To report acquisitions, disposals and loans to the University Library and Collections 
Committee. 

 

Membership 

Chair: 

¶ Selected from the Membership 

Ex Officio Members: 

¶ University Librarian 

¶ Head of Collections 

¶ Head of Museums, Galleries and Exhibitions 

 Appointed Members12: 

¶ Member of academic staff nominated by the Executive Dean for Arts & Humanities 

¶ Member of academic staff nominated by the Executive Dean for Social Sciences (preferably 
from the Department of Archaeology or Anthropology)  

¶ A Representative from the Colleges Division as nominated by the Chair   

Co-Opted Members: 

¶ Up to two co-opted members, where expertise is required, as nominated by the Chair 

Secretary: 

¶ Provided by ULC 

Quorum: 

¶ Meetings can only proceed with a quorum of at least three members (or their delegates) 
present and must include at least one Ex officio and one appointed member. 

Decision Making 

¶ The Panel exercises its responsibilities in a corporate manner through decisions being taken 
collectively by the members acting as a body. The Chair, on behalf of the Panel, will escalate 
to University Library and Collections Committee decisions that are outside the delegated 
authority13 of the Panel and/or where consensus cannot be achieved by the Panel. 

Meetings 

¶ The Panel will meet at least six times a year.       

¶ Additional meetings may be held in order to meet business requirements at the request of 
the Chair.  

¶ The Panel may interact electronically to progress its business in between meetings. 

Reporting 
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received via gifts / donations, any relevant issues discussed and any specific 
recommendations.  

¶ The Chair, on behalf of the Panel, shall escalate any urgent issues or major risks promptly to 
the University Library and Collections Committee or University Gift Acceptance Panel, as 
required. 

Effectiveness 

¶ The effectiveness of the Panel will be reviewed annually against its Terms of Reference and 
any changes will be submitted to University Library and Collections Committee for approval. 

 
Appendix: 
 

10.1 Examples of Items Inside Scope 

 
10.1.1 Archives 
10.1.2 Manuscripts 
10.1.3 Rare and early printed books 
10.1.4 Artefacts in any format 
10.1.5 Works of art in any format, including digital  
10.1.6 Non-fungible token (NFT) 
10.1.7 Other items of museum and/or archive quality e.g. biological specimen 

Note: Items are format agnostic and should take into consideration emerging formats (e.g., digital) 

 
10.2 Examples of [acquisitions within ULC] Outside Scope:
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Art £200 £1000 Curator, Contemporary 

Art 

Castle £200 £1000 Curator, Castle and 

Colleges 

Oriental Museum  £200 £3000 Senior Curator, Oriental 

Museum 

Rare books – local 

collection 

£200 £1000 Senior Manager, Archives 

& Special Collections 

Rare Books – 

History of the book 

£200 £1000 Rare Books Curator 

Total budget pre-

approved 

 £11,000  
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¶ Material relating to the Palatinate of Durham, a secular jurisdiction exercised by the 
bishops of Durham until the 19th century   

¶ Records of the University of Durham and its constituent colleges and departments,          

¶ Archives and library collections reflecting the historical, social, industrial and literary 
development of the North-East of England and County Durham in particular, including 
papers of local families, solicitors, etc; and relevant printed material (monographs, 
pamphlets, periodicals, directories, chapbooks, broadsides, playbills, early election 
material, topographical and portrait prints, etc.).   

¶ Maps and plans, both manuscript and printed, associated with North-East England, 
particularly Co. Durham.   

¶ Photographic collections relating to the University, City and County.  
  

Political papers of national and international significance but with some local connection. 
Including the Earl Grey Papers, the Ponsonby Papers and the Malcolm MacDonald Papers.   
 
Material relating to the Sudan during the 19th Century, the Condominium period (1899-1955) 
and the period from independence to the modern day:  including papers of former officials, 
soldiers, missionaries, business men and individuals who served or lived in the Sudan during 
the Condominium – forming the major archive on the Condominium located outside Sudan and 
South Sudan.  Also extensive holdings of printed material, including much rare 'grey literature', 
relating to the Sudans during this period.  
   
Modern literary manuscripts and related printed material:  three significant collections, the Basil 
Bunting Poetry Archive, the papers and correspondence of William Plomer, and the literary 
manuscripts collected by Claude Colleer Abbott, together with his papers.  
 
Medieval manuscripts from the 11th to 15th century  
 
Early printed and rare books dating from the 15th to the 21st-century, including over 200 
incunables (with Venetian printing well represented), 17th-century English printing (particularly 
for the period between 1670 and 1689), and significant holdings of 19th to 21st-century private 
press publications. Our collection contains over 70,000 items printed before 1800, many still 
in original English or continental bindings. The heart of our collections is formed by the historic 
library of Bishop John Cosin, established in 1669 and still housed in its original purpose-
designed building, which is augmented by two substantial personal collections: those of Martin 
Routh (1755-1854), President of Magdalen College, Oxford, and the Bamburgh Castle Library, 
formed by the Sharp family in the 17th and 18th-centuries (owned by the Lord Crewe’s Charity 
and deposited with us since 1958). Further discrete collections include those of successive 
Bishops of Durham, the Poor Clares of Darlington and Woodchester, Newcastle and 
Sunderland Friends, the Canonesses of the Holy Sepulchre, Dr C.E. Kellett, G. Kenneth 
Whitehead, and others. Bishop Cosin’s Library received Designated Status in 2005. 
 
Subject strengths include:  
• 16th and 17th-century religious and political controversial literature  
• patristics and ecclesiastical history 
• theological and devotional literature from Anglican, Catholic and Quaker denominations 

mater-91(W-4(ors,)-6 841.92 raw)-4(l)5(i)5(t)-4(erat)-4(ur)9(e)] TJ
ET
Q
q
0.000008871 0 595.32 841.92 re
W*0n
BTW* n
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Bronze Age finds in northern England, and a hoard from Egglestone The collection also 
includes the Houghall sword and a complete cist burial from Brandon. 

Local Iron Age remains are scarce, with our collection consisting of material recovered during 
the 1980s excavations of West House, Coxhoe and finds from Bishop Middleham Cave. These 
finds included human remains, animal bones, jewellery fragments, a loom weight, and 
fragments of quern stones. 

Ancient Greek:  There is a small but important collection of Ancient Greek ceramics including 
Attic black-figure and red-figure wares, as well as examples of Corinthian geometric pottery 
and vessels produced in the Greek colonies of Italy. The collection also includes a selection of 
Ancient Greek coins, in addition to a fine series of over 650 electrotype copies of numismatic 
masterpieces, produced by Robert Ready of the British Museum in the late 19th century.   
 
Roman:  The Roman collection contains over 10,000 objects and focuses on the Roman 
archaeology of County Durham. The collection encompasses material excavated during the 
Victorian period which was part of the first museum; Durham University-led research 
excavations, particular those Eric Birley in the 1930/40s; donations, and Treasure cases 
acquired by the Museum. Of significance is the Oswald-Plique collection of 4500 fragments of 
Samian pottery from Gaul together with extensive associated archive material, which formed 
the reference collection for early studies into Samian pottery. The collection also includes the 
Piercebridge River Assemblage, of over 4,000 objects from the River Tees at Piercebridge, 
representing an important Romano-British votive offering deposit dating to the second and 
third centuries AD: this collection is unique in terms of its range of objects, including everything 
from Roman armour and sheep shears, to figurines and jewellery. The Roman collection 
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China:  designated collection 
 
The Oriental Museum’s Chinese collections number more than 10,000 objects. The core of 
these Chinese holdings is formed around two collections: an outstanding group of ceramics 
acquired from the Rt. Hon. Malcolm MacDonald (1901-1981) and a collection built up by Sir 
Charles Hardinge (1878-1968) which is particularly strong in the areas of jade and other 
hardstone carvings.  There are around 1000 pieces of Chinese ceramic spanning all major 
dynasties, encompassing most ware and glaze types, and examples of all the major stages of 
Chinese ceramic development.  The museum’s collection of Chinese jade and hardstones is 
one of the largest in the UK, and consists of more than 2000 pieces. The collections include 
human and animal carvings, seals, snuff bottles, writing and dress accessories, and vessels 
carved from carnelian, crystal, amber, various agates, amethyst, lapis lazuli, and a range of 
other hardstones. The skill of Chinese carvers is also amply displayed throughout the 
museum’s collection of ivory, bamboo, wood, tortoiseshell and rhinoceros horn carving.  In 
recent years, this has been strengthened by the acquisition of the Arnhold Collection created 
by Gerard Arnhold (1918-2010).  
 
The museum boasts examples of painting and calligraphy, in various formats including hanging 
scrolls, hand scrolls, fans and album leaves, on both paper and silk. There are also Ink 
rubbings, contemporary woodcut prints, footwear, headgear, theatrical robes, hangings and 
folk costumes. The museum also holds a fine collection of bronze wares, vessels and 
ornaments in gold and silver and a remarkable range of lacquerware.  
 
Egypt and Sudan:  designated collection 
 
There are more than 7,000 objects in the Oriental Museum's Ancient Egyptian collections, 
ranging in date from the Pre-Dynastic (5500-3100 BCE) to the Coptic periods (after 395 CE) 
and covering almost all categories of object from monumental sculpture to woven sandals. 
 
The core of the collection was formed by Algernon Percy, the Fourth Duke of Northumberland 
(1792-1865) in the mid-nineteenth century. The Duke’s collection was added to by Henry, Earl 
Percy (1871-1909) and in the 1940s it was acquired by Durham University as the founding 
collection for the Oriental Museum.  In 1971 the University’s holdings of Egyptian artefacts was 
substantially enlarged by the transfer of part of the collection of Sir Henry Wellcome, receiving 
around 4,000 Egyptian artefacts. This material greatly strengthened the museum’s holdings of 
amulets, stone tools and other Pre-Dynastic objects. These two core collections have been 
supplemented by targeted purchases, other small donations and material from the 
archaeological excavations at Qasr Ibrim, Buhen and Saqqara in the 1950's and 1960's.  
 
Himalayas and Central Asia 
 
The Oriental Museum’s Himalayan and Central Asian collections are dominated by the Tibetan 
collection, which in its turn is heavily focussed on Buddhist religious material. The collection 
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The Japanese collections at the Oriental Museum mostly date from the Edo (1615-1868 CE) 
and Meiji (1868-1912 CE) periods, but with some objects from earlier periods such as the 
Muromachi (1336-1573 CE) and Momoyama (1573-1615 CE). There are also significant 
numbers of objects of 20th and increasingly 21st century date. 
 
In material terms, the collection is quite diverse though the best represented areas are textiles, 
arms and armour, ceramics, woodblock prints, inro, and netsuke. Other items include domestic 
shrines, furniture, lacquer ware of various types, paintings, dolls, statues, games and gaming 
pieces, bronze temple bells, coins, and lantern slides.  
 
The Japanese collections are the result of many smaller donations from a large number of 
individuals and a considerable number of purchases.  In recent years the Museum has made 
a significant effort to increase the amount of contemporary material held in the Japanese 
collections through purchases of contemporary ceramics, woodlblock prints, lacquer, manga, 
street fashion and domestic goods.  The Anne and David Hyatt-King Collection of Japanese 
ceramics was acquired via the Art Fund in 2016. The bulk of the 2000 ceramic pieces donated 
comprises Japanese porcelain of 19th -20th century date, including many signed works by 
‘Imperial Household Artists’ . In 2019, the J P Scott Collection of woodblock prints, postcards 
and ceramics, added considerably to the strength of the collection, particularly in the area of 
Meiji Era woodblock prints and material relating to the Sino- and Russo-Japanese wars.  

  Japanese wars.    
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from the island of Bali provides a detailed picture of the changing nature of art on the island 
during the 20th century. The Stemson collection of ceramics includes more than 100 pieces 
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¶ The decision to dispose of material from the collections will be taken by the ADL Panel only 
after full consideration of the reasons for disposal. Other factors including public benefit, the 
implications for Durham University’s collections and collections held by museums and other 
organisations collecting the same material or in related fields will be considered. Expert advice 
will be obtained and the views of stakeholders such as donors, researchers, local and source 
communities and others served by the museum will also be sought. 
 

¶ A decision to dispose of a specimen or object, whether by gift, exchange, sale or destruction 
(in the case of an item too badly damaged or deteriorated to be of any use for the purposes of 
the collections or for reasons of health and safety), will be the responsibility of the A&D Panel 
acting on the advice of professional curatorial staff, if any, and not of the curator or manager 
of the collection acting alone. 
 

¶ Once a decision to dispose of material in the collection has been taken, priority will be given 
to retaining it within the public domain. It will therefore be offered in the first instance, by gift or 
sale, directly to other Accredited Museums (where applicable) likely to be interested in its 
acquisition. 
 

¶ If the material is not acquired by any Accredited museum to which it was offered as a gift or 
for sale, then the museum community at large will be advised of the intention to dispose of the 
material normally through a notice on the MA’s Find an Object web listing service, an 
announcement in the Museums Association’s Museums Journal or in other specialist 
publications and websites (if appropriate).  
 

¶ The announcement relating to gift or sale will indicate the number and nature of specimens or 
objects involved, and the basis on which the material will be transferred to another institution. 
Preference will be given to expressions of interest from other Accredited Museums. A period 
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¶ For archive and library collections, best practice within collections management allows for 




